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Band Bio: 

 
Greenlight is a melodic art punk band forged in the West Loop of Chicago. Their diverse musical background 
and influence brings out an eccentric sound based on rhythm-driven, hook-centric rock. Although the 
musicians are capable, the consensus is that less is more, and that every song is built around a singular 
idea. All expression is broken down to its simplest parts -- rhythm and melody. 
 
Greenlight emerged onto the Chicago music scene in the fall of 2003.  What began as a garage punk style 
has developed into a more mature sound with an art punk, new wave influence.  John Hauppa’s vocals are 
often compared to Ian Curtis of Joy Division; however, the subtle female backing vocals and occasional 
leads by Shannon Hauppa create a softer, indie pop sound. 
 
With the addition of Jon Mosier (Banking Hours) taking over on bass guitar in December of 2006, the band 
began again to refine their sound even further.  Carefully layered guitars and vocals mixed with Thomas 
O’Shea’s intense drumming enhance the band’s simplicity in songwriting, allowing the rhythm and melody to 
remain the centerpiece of each song. 
 
The current lineup consists of John Hauppa on guitar and vocals, Shannon Hauppa on guitar and vocals, Jon 
Mosier on bass, and Thomas O'Shea on drums and backing vocals.  They are currently playing shows in 
Chicago while working on new material for a follow-up release to their debut E.P. Is This What I Am Here 
For?, which was released in April 2005. 

 

Discography: 

 
In April 2005, Greenlight released a 6-song E.P. entitled Is This What I Am Here For? The tracks were 
recorded with Mat Prock for Area44Music in Chicago, and it was mastered by Danny Leake for Urban 
Guerrilla Engineers. 
 
Chicago webzine Badresa.com presented Greenlight's CD Release Show on Saturday, April 9, 2005 at the 
Beat Kitchen. 
 
Is This What I Am Here For? is available for purchase through iTunes, CDBaby.com, Amazon.com, and a 
number of other online music websites, as well as through the band’s website. 

 

Live Shows & Air Play: 

 
Greenlight has played shows at several clubs around Chicago. Some of the local shows have included the 
Apollo Theatre Studio, Bar Vertigo, Beat Kitchen, Betty's Blue Star Lounge, Big Horse, Cal's, Double Door, 
Elbo Room, Gunther Murphy's, Heartland Cafe, Lyon's Den, The Mutiny, Nite Cap Lounge, Phyllis' Musical 
Inn, Subterranean, Silvie's Lounge, Underground Lounge and Wise Fool's Pub.  Greenlight has also played a 
few outside of the Chicago area including the Way Out Club and the Red Sea in St. Louis, MO; Pop Culture 
Coffee House in Crown Point, IN; and The Pearl Room in Mokena, IL.   
 
Greenlight has received airplay on WLUW 88.7FM Community Radio, Chicago, IL, and KKFI Retro Red-Eye 
Express on 90.1FM Community Radio, Kansas City, MO. 
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Videos: 

 
In December 2006, Shannon Hauppa produced a video for the song “Cold” from the band’s E.P. Is This 
What I Am Here For?   The video is available on YouTube.com as well as the band’s MySpace page and 
website.   

 

Interviews & Reviews: 

 
NEUFUTUR www.neufutur.com: January 12, 2006 

Greenlight – Is This What I Am Here For? / 2005 Self Released / 6 Tracks / 
http://www.greenlightband.net  
 
Imagine Mission of Burma mixing with the B-52s, and one starts to get the idea of what Greenlight starts 
their “Is This What I Am Here For?” EP with. The vocals, which seem to tap an older set of influences, work 
well with the other trend regarding the track; very Cure-like bass lines. What results with “Gravity” then is a 
very full track, made all the more interesting with the inclusion of a quirky approach. The sing-songy nature 
of the vocals in the second half of the track is contextualized into some form of normality, and the track 
ends with listeners wondering exactly what is up with Greenlight. “head Erased” is a track that fits in better 
with the average brand of alternative rock; the guitar work vaguely recalls alt-country while the vocals are 
couched in the psychedelic tradition.  
 
What distinguishes Greenlight from the rest of the bands currently out is the fact that each member of the 
band has an equal say in the track creation. Bass, guitar, drums, and vocals are all heard in equal 
proportion; this is accomplished through masterful layering and a cohesion that many bands simply do not 
have. The female vocals that “Light Phaser” opens up with gives listeners another reason to keep tuned in, 
and the spaciness achieved by these vocals works well with the concrete sound pushed forth by the 
arrangements of the rest of Greenlight. In fact, one can say that the vocals and instrumentation on “Light 
Phaser” are diametrically opposed to one another; the tension between the two shows an escalation of 
talent until the track could conceivably be said to be one of the best on the disc.  
 
The second half of the disc allows Greenlight to stretch their collective legs; the dual harmonies of “Only 
You Would Call” are done in a very Husker Du-like style. The vocals bolster each other instead of struggling 
for dominance, making for something that is incredibly emotional while still being warm and friendly. The 
disc reaches another high with “Cold”, where the instrumentation still comes out in an impressive matter but 
the vocals are the talk of the town this time. The harmonies created by the vocals on the track are what 
individuals will focus in on and insert in their brains for days, weeks, months or even years 
to come. Three years have given Greenlight enough experience to really shine; here’s to 
hoping they can continue their high quality of output.  
 
Top Track: Cold  
Rating: 7.4/10  
[JMcQ]  

 

 
ILLINOIS ENTERTAINER, AROUND HEAR: December 1, 2005 
"This trio takes a simple approach to retroturn-art punk. The six tracks on Greenlight’s debut 
EP, Is This What I Am Here For?, are clear cut, enthusiastic, and eccentric. ... The grooving 
melodies and happy-go-lucky instrumentation are the band’s focal point, especially on “Head 
Erased (10110).” (www.greenlightband.net)  
– Jill Haverkamp 

 
 
NORTHWEST INDIANA TIMES: August 2004 
http://nwitimes.com/articles/2004/08/13/features/on_the_go/e8dd5032089135b086256eec0
06172e9.txt 
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Past Shows: 

 
2007 

• Saturday, January 27, 2007 @ Cal’s Bar, Chicago; with Banking Hours (CD Release) 

 
 
2006 

• Saturday, November 4, 2006 @ The Mutiny, Chicago; with Venom Lords, Highball, & The Braves (Rockford, IL)  
• Saturday, October 7, 2006 @ Double Door, Chicago; with 

Welcome to Ashley, Who's This Mary, & Down the Line 

• Saturday, September 23, 2006 @ Way Out Club, St. 
Louis; with That's My Daughter (St. Louis, MO), & 
Bunnygrunt (St. Louis, MO). This was That's My 
Daughter's CD Release show. 

• Friday, September 22, 2006 @ Bar Vertigo, Chicago; with 
That's My Daughter (St. Louis, MO) & The Nueva Cats 

• Thursday, May 25, 2006 @ Betty's Blue Star Lounge, 

Chicago; with Banking Hours, & Coupleskate 
• Saturday, April 22, 2006 @ Beat Kitchen, Chicago; with 

The Doers (Vancouver, B.C.), & Scale Model 

• Thursday, April 20, 2006 live on WLUW 88.7; interview 
and live performance on The Razor & Die show 

• Thursday, March 23, 2006 @ Silvie's Lounge, Chicago; 

with Eva Destruction and Her Big Band, & Lone Gun 
Society 
* The Buffali cancelled 

• Wednesday, January 25, 2006 @ Nite Cap Lounge, Chicago; headling with That's My Daughter (St. Louis, MO), 

& The Capricorns 
 
2005 

• Friday, October 14, 2005 @ Silvie's Lounge, Chicago; with Revolver Modele (Minneapolis, MN), The Emerald 

Lizards, & Undeclared 
• Saturday, September 3, 2005 @ Silvie's Lounge, Chicago; with Scale Model, Brief Candles (Milwaukee), & Green 

Light Go (Champaign) 

• Wednesday, August 24, 2005 @ Beat Kitchen, Chicago; headlining with The Trembling (Detroit), Monster-0, & 
Velva. This show was relocated from Subterranean and was merged with the already scheduled Flabby 
Hoffman show at Beat Kitchen. 

• Sunday, June 26, 2005 @ The Pearl Room, Mokena, IL; with The Fags (Detroit/Sire Records), Twin Wrecks the 
Memory, The Flying Aarons, and Fun Club 

• Saturday, June 11, 2005, Private Party, Woodridge, IL 

• Friday, June 10, 2005 @ Bar Vertigo, Chicago; with The Dirty Blue, and All for Naught 
• Wednesday, June 1, 2005 @ Wise Fool's Pub, Chicago; with All for Naught & Conscious Pool 
• Monday, May 23, 2005 @ The Apollo Theatre Studio, Chicago; Benefit show for Janette Kristoff with spoken 

word & poetry by Chris Saylor & Bryneen Gary 
• Thursday, May 19, 2005 @ The Underground Lounge, Chicago; headlining with The Flabby Hoffman Show & 

Trio, The Lavellas, & Electricon 

• Wednesday, April 20, 2005 @ The Mutiny, Chicago; headlining with The Romeros 
• Saturday, April 9, 2005 @ The Beat Kitchen, Chicago; Badresa.com presented our CD RELEASE show with The 

Returnables, Boys on Trial, The Fake Fictions, & The Nueva Cats 

• Saturday, January 29. 2005 @ Bar Vertigo, Chicago; headlining with Red Wigglers 
• Thursday, January 13, 2005 @ Silvie's Lounge, Chicago; with The Rubies, MariZen, & The Dirty Blue 

 

2004 
• Thursday, December 23, 2004 @ Cal's Bar, Chicago; with The Returnables (Holiday Happy Hour Show) 
• Saturday, December 18, 2004 @ Pop Culture Coffee House, Crown Point; with Ateriavia, Cadet, Jeremy 

Williams, Kate Meyer, Modern Kicks 
• Friday, November 12, 2004 @ The Heartland Cafe, Chicago; with THAC0 & One of the Girls 
• Thursday, November 4, 2004 @ The Mutiny, Chicago; with THAC0 & Harlan Pepper 

• Friday, August 27, 2004 @ Cal's Bar, Chicago; headlining with THAC0 & The Cutters 
• Monday, August 23, 2004 @ Subterranean, Chicago; with Sleepwalker Defense, The Rutabega, Contract Bridge 

(Canasta), Doppler Shift - Badresa.com Launch Party 
• Saturday, August 14, 2004 @ Pop Culture Coffee House, Crown Point; with Jeff's Solo Band, Arrange For Use & 

Sad Hannah 
• Friday, July 2, 2004 @ Subterranean, Chicago; with Moe Black & Low Skies 

• Tuesday, June 15, 2004 @ The Elbo Room, Chicago; headlining with Planet's Audible (local music night) 
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• Thursday, June 10, 2004 @ Phyllis' Musical Inn, Chicago; headlining withTHAC0 
• Saturday, June 5, 2004, Private Party, Woodridge, IL 

• Saturday, May 29, 2004 @ The Red Sea, University City (St. Louis); with7 Shot Screamers (MO), Gothic Blues 
Quartet (MO) & Goodfight (MO) 

• Wednesday, May 19, 2004 @ Wise Fool's Pub, Chicago; with The Blanks (MI) & Vessel 

• Friday, April 2, 2004 @ Cal's Bar, Chicago; headlining with Harlan Pepper & Jeff's Solo Band 
• Saturday, March 20, 2004 @ Bar Vertigo, Chicago; with The Gotards, and Arena Venus (WI) 

• Friday, March 12, 2004 @ Lyons Den, Chicago; Punk Rock Night with The Goldstars, The New Constitution, and 
The Crookshanks 

• Friday, January 23, 2004 @ Gunther Murphy's, Chicago; with Harlan Pepper and Sour Deluxe 

• Monday, January 5, 2004 @ Subterranean, Chicago; headlining with mumbojumbo and Wonka 
 
2003 

• Sunday, November 23, 2003 @ Beat Kitchen, Chicago; with Monstro and Harlan Pepper 
• Saturday, November 22, 2003 @ Big Horse, Chicago; withTHAC0, The Curtains, and Scale 
• Saturday, September 27, 2003 @ Town Hall Pub, Chicago 

 
 
 

 
 

Stage Setup: 

 
2 guitar amps, 1 bass amp, 1 drum set 
3 vocal microphones 

 

Contact Information: 

 
E-mail Shannon or John Hauppa for booking information or for other general inquiries. 

 
E-mail: greenlight@greenlightband.net 
Website: www.greenlightband.net 
 
Please contact Shannon or John via e-mail for a contact phone number.   

 

 

 
 

 

 


